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INTRODUCTION 

The d i s t u r b e d  remains of a n  i n f a n t  i n t e r r e d  i n  a g r a n i t e  outcrop 

southwest of Hawthorne, Nevada, were r epor t ed  t o  t h e  Bureau of Land 

Management by Hawthorne residents sea rch ing  f o r  " l o s t  t r e a s u r e . "  

Because t h e  location of t h e  Find and the e x i s t e n c e  of grave goods were 

known t o  o t h e r s ,  f u r t h e r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  s f t e  by a r t i f a c t  

c o l l e c t o r s  was bel ieved i n e v i t a b l e .  The body and a s s o c i a t e d  a r t i f a c t s  

were removed by BLM and Nevada D i v i s i o n  of H i s t o r i c  P rese rva t ion  and 

Archaeology personnel f o r  anthropological a n a l y s i s  p r i o r  t o  r e t u r n  of 

rile remains t o  t h e  Walker River ,  Northern P a i u t e  Tndian t r i b e .  The 

i n f a n t ,  probably less than one month o l d ,  was buried on a cradleboard 

and provided wi th  c l o t h  and g l a s s  bead grave o f f e r i n g s .  Ar t i fac ts  and 

h i s t o r i c a l  ana lyses  i n d i c a t e  interment  between ca, 1881 t o  1912 d a t e  

f o r  t h e  b u r i a l .  

S ETT I NG 

The b u r i a l  was i n  a g r a n i t e  outcrop i n  t h e  eastern f o o t h i l l s  of 

the Wassuk Range, Mineral  County, Nevada ( F i g .  1). The ou tc rop ,  

approximately 2 . 3  miles southwest o f  t h e  town of Hawthorne, i s  a t  a n  

e l e v a t t o n  of 5,040 f e e t ,  The sire is about ten (10) miles sou th  of 

Walker Lake, a t e rmina l  lake basin f o r  t h e  Walker River .  The Wassuk 

Range t r e n d s  n o r t h  t o  sou th ,  and i t  forma t h e  western boundary of 

Walker Lake. From a lake e l e v a t i o n  of about 4,000 f e e t ,  t h e  Wassuk 

Range extends upward t o  11,239 feet. a t  M t .  Grant .  The region lies 

i n  t h e  rainshadow O F  t h e  S i e r r a  Nevada and receives about f i v e  ( 5 )  

inches of annual p r e c i p i t a t l n n  a t  lake l e v e l .  P r e c i p i t a t i o n  

increases wlth i n c r e a s i n g  e l e v a r l o n ,  but o n l y  the Walker River,  f e d  

by S i e r r a  runof f ,  flows year-round. The r e g i o n ' s  semi-arid 



environment promoted the preservation of the burial remains. 

within the Shadscale Vegetation Zone, dominated by ahadscale (Atriplex 

conf ertif olia; Blllings 1949) . 

The site lies 

ET HNOHISTORY 

Walker Lake was known as trout lake (agaipah) by the Northern Paiute 

(Numa) living along its shore and along t h o  lower reaches of the Walker River. 

The Trout-eaters (agaidika?a) inhabited the northern reaches of the lake and 

the Fish-eaters (pakwidika?a) inhabited the southern end of the lake (Johnson 

1975). 

focus for the Native Americans, their transhumant lifeway carried them as far 

east as the Reese River Valley in central Nevada and the Pine Grove and the 

Pine Nut mountains to the west. 

and plants (Nevers 1976; Johnson 1975). 

the Northern Paiute wag the seed of the pinyon pine (Pinus monophglla) 

available at higher elevations in t h e  Wassuk Range and other Great Basin 

mountain ranges throughout the state. 

centered around Lake Tahoe, but occasionaZly ventured into the reg ion  during 

their seasonal rounds for food plants and game (Price 1980; Nevers 1976). 

Walker Lake also figures in Waslio rnythology (Dangburg 1968; Downs 1966). 

Although the lake and river served as an occupational and ceremonial 

These seasonal treks were in pursuit of game 

Of particular economic importance to 

The neighboring Washo (Wa She Shu) were 

Euro-American explorers entered western Nevada beginning with Ogden in 

1829, Walker in 1833, and Freinont in 1844. 

astablislied as the first, permanent Euro-American settlement in western Utah 

Territory (western Nevada) dong the Caraon River Route of the emigrant trail, 

The discovery of the Comstock Lode at Virginia City in 

of intense mineral exploration and settlement of outlying areas. 

Euso-American settlement of the Walker Lake area began in 1859 when W. H. 

Dickson settled about 14 miles north o f  the lake (Angel 1881). 

In 1851, Mormon Station (Genoa) was 

1859 ushered in the era 

Permanent 

Following the 
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Pyramid Lake Indian War of 1860, the Walker River Reservation was set aside, 

and an Indian agency under ttSub-Indian Agenttt Thompson established (Thompson 

1983; Wasson 1861). At that time, the reservation included the lower reaches of 

the river and the lake (Nye 1861 ) . 
reduced in size over the years, the tribe was formally granted a reservation by 

executive order in 1874. 

Although the boundaries were greatly 

Officials of the Carson and Colorado Railroad (C&C RR) began discussions 

with tribal leaders and the Indian Agent in 1880 concerning railroad right of 

way through the reservation. Construction through Indian lands was permitted 

for a fee of $750 and an agreement allowing Northern Paiutes free 

transportation on the railroad line. 

until the 1890s (Myrick 1962). 

usually rode atop boxcars or on flat cars added for them. 

This arrangement lasted on the C&C RR 

Indians on the  C&C RR and on other r a i l  lines 

Northern Paiutes were present in Hawthorne from the day of its inception 

as the southern rail head for the C&C RR in 1881 (Myrick 1962). 

establishment of Hawthorne presented the Northern Paiute a local altesnative to 

reservation and ranch lifeways. iorthern Paiutes working as wage laborers were 

associated with the town as the community waxed and waned in concert with the 

bonanzas and borrascas of the mining camps it supported. 

depression began in 1905 when the railroad grade was realigned around the town, 

In 1907, Hawthorne lost its status as a county seat to Goldfield. 

the short-lived Lucky Boy strike between 1909 and 1912, Hawthorne was an 

economically depressed and depopulated community between the time the railroad 

left and until it returned after an absence of over two decades (Couch and 

Carpenter 1943). With the establishment of the U.S. Navy Ammunition depot at 

Hawthorne in 1931, a railroad spur was constructed from the main rail line at 

Thorne (Myrick 1962). 

The 

Finally, a prolonged 

Except f o r  
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FIELD IIIETHODS 

The b u r i a l  had been d i s t u r b e d  on several occasions by t h e  o r i g i n a l  

d i s c o v e r e r s  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y .  

ex t ens ive  displacement and degradat ion o f  grave goods by packra t s .  

Archaeological i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  began w i t h  photographin2 and mapping t h e  a rea .  

Surface a r t i f a c t s  were col lected.  a t  t h e  b u r i a l  and downslope from it. 

grave s i t e  was exposed by removing overlying cobbles and s tones  f rom t h e  

c r e v i c e  forrned by l a r g e  g r a n i t e  boulders .  

n e s t  and colluvium which were s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  removed and screened during 

excavation. 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  d i s tu rbance ,  t h e r e  was a l s o  

The 

The b u r i a l  was covered by a packsat  

The body and i n t a c t  cradleboard fragments were removed as s e p a r a t e  

u n i t s .  

Carson Gity f o r  analysis. An agreement was reached between t h e  2ureau of Land 

A r t i f a c t s  and human remains were c a r e f u l l y  packed f o r  t r a n s p o r t  back t o  

Management, Divis ion of I i i s t o r i c  P rese rva t ion  and Archaeology, and t h e  Walker 

Lake Ind ian  Tribe f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of' the recovered human reinains and a l l  grave 

goods t o  t h e  t r i b e  f o r  r e b u r i a l  a f t e r  s c i e n t i f i c  examination and a n a l y s i s .  

Iliyh'pJ\,&('i 

The i n f a n t  reinains were recovered froia a shallow grave scooped i n t o  t h e  

The grave sloped toward t h e  e a s t  and g r u s s  fill a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  c rev ice .  

was approximately 1.0 rn e a s t  t o  west ana 0.75 m n o r t h  t o  south.  

ex tens ive  damage had occurred t o  t h e  grave,  t h e  b u r i a l  mode could be 

r econs t ruc t ed  froni tile discoverers' t e s t i n o n y  and p o s i t i o n  o f  cradleboard 

reinnants. The extended body, wrapped i n  a b l a n k e t ,  was placed on t h e  

crsdleboard wi th  head and shoulders  u p h i l l ,  and the  f a c e  up and o r i e n t e d  toward 

t h e  e a s t .  

t h e  b u r i a l  covered wi th  e a r t h ,  and t h e  c rev ice  l o o s e l y  scaled with rocks.  

Although 

The cradleboard and i n f a n t  w e r e  covered wi th  a brocade scarf, then 



dUfiiAX KMAIliS 

ilutian remains wers sepa ra t ed  i n  t h e  l a b  from a s s o c i a t e d  packra t  midden, 

t e x t i l e s ,  glass beads, and animal bones. These a r t i f a c t s  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  

were bagged and analyzed s e p a r a t e l y .  

The human remains were conprised of the incoiliplate s k e l e t o n  and 

mummified t i s s u e  o f  a very young i n f a n t .  

elements presorit . decause t h e  s k u l l  bones were n o t  fused ,  c r a n i a l  rneasureiuents 

were n o t  talcen. A l l  of t h e  p o s t  c r a n i a l  bones, with t h e  except ion of t he  r i g h t  

femur, i l i um,  and one luiiibar v e r t e b r a l  body, were jo ined  i n  anatomical  o rde r  by 

des i cca t ed  soSt  t i s s u e  and f a b r i c .  

p o s t c r a n i a l  remains prevented measureiaent o f  all bu t  a few bones, u n l e s s  

d i s s e c t i o n  was undertaken, an op t ion  n o t  pursued. 

w e r e  also t'ound adhering t o  tile p a r i e t a l s ,  o c c i p i t a l ,  and o t h e r  c r a n i a l  v a u l t  

bonos. 

t h e  buri t t l  as n a t u r a l  m i n , a i f  i c a t i o n  of human reinains i s  represcmted i n  anc ien t  

cave b u r i a l s  elestdiere i n  t h e  r eg ion  inc lud ing  t h e  Carson Desert ,  liumboldt 

S i x ,  and rqinntmucca Lake dash (Kobori 1981 ). 

fros t h e  e l e n e n t s  a f forded  by t h e  rock outcrop favored p rese rva t ion  o t  t h e  

huitian and c u l t u r a l  reinsiris. 

Table 1 i s  a l i s t i n g  of t he  s k e l e t a l  

The presence of t h e  s o f t  t i s s u e  on t h e  

Hair and des i cca t ed  s k i n  

The pseservatiori  of t h e  s o f t  t i s s u e  i s  n o t  i n d i c a t i v e  of  t h e  recency of 

'l'he a r i d  c l ima te  snd proLeetion 

Age and Sex 

The deceased died  at ,z very young age. Idone of t he  t o o t h  crowns were 

completely formed, and based on t h e  p a t t e r n  of d e n t a l  development, t h i s  

i n d i v i d u s l  had d i e d  between birtn and t h r e e  months o f  age (gbelaker  1978; l'able 

2) .  

r i g h t  i l i u m  (37.0 urn) cor robora t e  t h i s  age e s t i m a t e  (Ubelalcer 1978). 

f e a t u r e s  demarcating sex i n  t h e  human s k e l e t o n  do no t  develop until 

adolescerice , so  de te rmina t ion  of sex i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  

The l e n g t h s  of the r i g h t  femur (78.2 rum) ,  l e f t  humerus (65.2 mm) , and 
'Tho 
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Ph,ysical C o n s t i t u t i o n  

An esainiiiatioii o f  a radiograph o f  the body revealed no obvious 

pathologies .  

s t r e s s .  

siiowirig the pos i ton  o f  iricaniple t e  dcve1op:nent. 

these r ings  provide a claar record 01' n e t s b o l i c  stress i n  t h e  growing 

individual. ijecausa much of the deciduous t o o t h  enamel develops in u t e r o ,  

t e e t h  froin a f e t u s  o r  newborn e x h i b i t i n g  s t r e s s  uarkers s h o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  a 

stress event  a l so  experienced by the exAJectant niotncr. 

t e e t h  o f  t h e  very young, t h e  r e l a t i v e  Iiealtii o f  both a newborn aiid i t s  notlier 

can be deterniined. A d e t a i l e d  exrmiiliztion o f  tno kiawthorne i n f a n t ' s  t o o t h  

enamel revealed iricornplete enamel formation and enamel cracking. 

t h e s e  f e a t u r e s ,  however, i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  dcvelopiiicntal lmtiioloyi4n. The 

incomplete enmiel f o r m t i o n  nay be a r e s u l t  o f  the young age of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

The cracked enamel is bel ieved t o  be a poslrilortein f e a t u r e  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  

d e s i c c a t i o n  (Uahlberg pers. coiam. 1984) .  There i s  no appa ren t  evidence f o r  any 

trnuiiitt, including developinental probleins . 
wi th  no i n d i c a t i o n  of' d i s e a s e  o r  trauma. 

The t o o t h  enamel was examined f o r  markers o f  devolopmeatal 

h a m e l  d i s tu rbances  occur as concen t r i c  ri1it.s around t h e  t o o t h  crown 

liriown a3 ensiilel hypoplasias ,  

Tnus , by obsurvil is  the 

ISeitlier of 

'The tissues aGpetzr t o  be heal thy 

A r t i f a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  b u r i a l  included Q cradleboard, beads, a 

s c a r f ,  aiid L'Cradnents o f  o t h e r  c l o t h .  

from i t s  context and a few d i a p o s t i c  fragments,  thi3 artifact was badly 

des i cca t ed  and exti-erilely brittls. Fur themore ,  t h e  a r t i f a c t  i s  incomplete,  

probab1.y because o f  packrat  activity. In t he  l a b  a1.L a r t i f a c t s  were separated 

fro111 t i l e  dirt n a t r i x ,  g e n t l y  brushed, m d  ;~l.acecl in p r o t e c t i v e  t rays  o r  p l a s t i c  

bads. 

Altnough recognizable  as a cradleboard 

Loose beads were soaked i n  mild d e t e r g e n t  and r i n s e d  with water.  



aeads -- 
Four hundred and n ine ty - s ix  glass beads were recovered from t h e  burial 

Seventy six percen t  (375) of t h e s e  beads were light moderate blue s i t e .  

( h n s e l l  5U 6/6; a.k.n. r o b i n ' s  esg b lue )  wound beads. 

sample (n=25) averaged about  8.6 _f 0.7 rm i n  diaineter X 7.0 k 0.7 mm long.  

c e n t r a l  riole has an average d i a n a t e r  01' 3.0 k 0.3 inm. 

s t rung  end t o  end on l e a t h e r  thongs. The l u s t e r ,  c o l o r ,  and i n t e g r i t y  of the 

beads was exce l len t .  

Nurano , I t a l y  . 

!vIeasurements of a 

The 

Nine o f  t h e s e  beads were 

These beads compared favorably with 'bead,.: manufactured i n  

Transparent rnoderate blue (5s 5/6, 3.K.s. c o b a l t  blue) womid beads were 

a l s o  represented.  

fragiiienteli. 

b.2 k 0.4 rilm long,  w i t h  central ho les  averaging 2.9 ? 0.4 mu i n  diameter.  

'These .beads are bal ieved  t o  be from China.. 

These beads are not w e l l  preserved;  many a r e  crazed and 

Average s i z e  for e i g h t  of  -tile 11 beads i s  2.9 + 9.Lk n~n diameter X 

Larger ,  c o l o r l e s s  wound beads, possibly Chinese, averaged 9.3 4 0.3 nm 

diaiwter Y 7.1 k 0.6 1i1r.1 Ion2  (n=fj j . 'These five c:racked, crtlzed and f rqn ian tc t l  

c l e a r  beads had ho les  rzveragiuig 2.8 + 0.1 1,Itil. 

S ~ m l l e r  nur.ibers of o t h e r  wound beads included tuo c l e a r  ~iriber be:ids 

( 1 O Y i i  6 / b ) ,  three ?ale yellowish orange beads (10PR 3 / 6 ) ,  and three moderate 

green (5ti 5/6) beads. 

moderate blue beads. 

The s i z e  o f  ,these beads uppoximatcd  t h a t  for.  t h e  l i g h t  

One hoxagonul dark  h 1 . i ~  (513 j/6) drawn .bead was recovered.  It is 5.1 m i  

i n  diameter X 4.6 mx 1ong. 

in diameter X 5.1 mn 1011;. 

Another drawn 'bead was an opaque w h i - b e  bead 5.5 min 

Lighty-one snall  drawn beads uf va r ious  c o l o r s  were recovered i n  t h e  

body cavi ty  (n-'92) and also sewn t o  a c l o t h  strap (n=9) .  

1.9 IUI~ is diameter .  

These beado are about 

Colo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  aiid q u a n t i t i e s  were as follows: 
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t r a n s l u c e n t  red with white c e n t e r  - 6, dark yellowisli  green - 14,  white - 38, 

dark  blue - 21, and l i g h t  moderate blue - 2. 

The bead asseiablage i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  because of  the r e l a t i v e l y  high 

percentage of L i g h t  moderate blue wourid beads. A small number of t h e s e  beads 

was s t i l l  strung on s h o r t  l e a t h e r  tlionigs and rnay have 'been suspeadet? from the  

edge of  t h e  cradleboard hood o r  the leather  cradleboard end covex'. The o the r  

beads m y  have r e s r e s e n t e d  necklace elements,  sewn decora t ions ,  beaded 

pendants,  o r  loose beads. The c o l o r  p re fe rence  f o r  t h e  l i g h t  moderate blue 

beads was also noted f o r  R l a te -19th  cen tu ry  t o  early-20th century Northern 

P a i u t e  s i t e  a t  Virg in ia  C i ty ,  Nevada (Hattori 1975). 

dark b lue ,  red ,  green,  yellow, amber, and c o l o r l e s s )  were repesented in much 

smaller q u a n t i t i e s .  Gonspicuoualjr absen t  were black beads,  a color associated 

wi th  -the underworld by t h e  Sout'nern Numa (Goss 1972). 

The other co lo r s  (white, 

Sprague (1984) places an  age es t ima te  on a similar assemblage o f  beads 

from a Ute b u r i a l  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Utah a t  between 1335 and 1865, while t h e  

Virginia  C i t y ,  ilevada data suggest  a ca.  1880 t o  1930 age. 

f o r  dating i s  somewhat confusing because o f  t h e  longevity of  the  a r t i f a c t  and 

t h e i r  p o p u l a r i t y  wi th  var ious e t h n i c  groups through time. Beads manufactured 

i n  the 19th  century could r e c e n t l y  be found in s p e c i n l i t y  catalogs such u s  t h o  

Dixie Gun Works c a t a l o g  (Kirklnnd 1975).  

ca ta log  l is-bed a v a r i e t y  o f  beads f o r  sale  t o  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  i n  1927 (Mirken 

1970). 

The use of  beads 

Similarly, t h e  Sears, iioebuck an3 Co. 

ijuttorl -- 
k blae and white  four-hole decorated porcelain bu t ton  with il concave 

panel  w a s  associated with the  b u r i a l .  

and 2.9 UMI t h i c k .  

around t h e  6.5 i m  oiinineter iianel. 

The bu t ton  neasured 10.9 rnm i n  diarnetcr 

'The decosatiori  cons is ted  of a dark  blue rim and s t r i g e  

A s i m i l a r l y  cons t ruc t ed  and decora ted  but ton 
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was recovered a t  Cornucopia, Nevada, where the  p r inc ipa l  occupation per iod  was 

betwean 1873 and 1881 ( i i n t t o r i  and I>lcLane 1983). The widespread use  and 

manufacture of' those "china" but tons ranged between about 1840 and 191 0 

(C le r i c0  197(9). 

i n  e v a l u a t i n g  tho  age of features associated wi th  porcelain but tons.  

As wi th  the beads, t he  problem of  c u r a t i o n  must be considered 

The single bu t ton  is i n t e rp re t ed  as d a r t  of the  cradleboard decora t ion  

r a t h e r  t han  func t ion ing  as R c l o t h i n g  f a s t e n e r .  

culturally s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i s  similar t o  the dominant bend co lo r  (tioss 1972). 

s in& bu t ton  may have been a pendant dangling from t h e  t h e  edge of t h e  hood 

where a r t i f a c t s  were suspended t o  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  baby (iflieat 19br/). 

The b lue  co lo r ,  possibly 

'The 

Cradleboard 
-I-_- 

I'he cradleboard was represented by hood and backboard fraginents. 

klthough badly i 'ragnented and only p a r t i a l l y  r ep resen ted ,  it e x h i b i t s  

t echno log ica l ly  d i s t i n c t i v e  details. 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  are based on tile fragments and coiuparisono wi th  etkinograpnic 

specimens Yroia t h e  :\levacia S t a t e  Fiusem and Lowie 14us3um o f  Anthropology. 

bas ic  design r ep resen ted  was an open twined, hooded cradleboard t h a t  was a t  

l e a s t  p i r t i a l l y  covered wi th  l e a t h e r .  

warids (probably Qalix) about 5.2 f 0.7 mrn (n=12) in diameter. 

t h e  rods w a 3  about 4 .U  f i i~ .  'the vef t  was inado Trom whole wands woven down and 

t o  the r i g h t  (b-twining, Figure 2a, d ) .  

on one fragment was 31+.4, 24.0, and 1,8.2 nu. 

'l'lie fol lowing d e s c r i p t i o n  and 

The 

Backboard warp r o d s  were p e l e d ,  whole 

Spacing between 

Spacing between fou r  e x t a n t  weft  rows 

\ l e f t  rows were joindd w i t h  o w  another  by t w i s t i n g  the  weft  elements 

toge tner  arid forniirlg a loop.  

rod  with a s p l i n t  (j ' igure 2 c ) .  

l a s t  (upprimst) weft row, trimmed flat, snd overlapped with a d j a c e n t  warp ends 

(Figure 2a). 

'This loop  was then atLaciied t o  the side-most warp 

The upper onds o f  t he  warp are  bent  90" a t  t h e  

r'ive a d d i t i o n a l  whole rods were placed along t h e  ben t  warp ends 



t o  form a Isiindled foundation. This foundation was then wrapped with wi l low 

s p l i r i t s .  'I"rius, tl. conplete, inverted U-shape, composite wooden r o d  frainc vas 

formed cilong t h o  s ide  and upper end of the backboard. The base o r  foot-end of 

t h e  back,boizrd was n o t  clearly represented Kly t h e  fragrnejzts. 

k s i n g l e  fraduent o f  t h e  l e a t h e r  covering was observed and photographed 

ut t h e  b u r i a l  site. 

leather f r a g e n t  was attached t o  the corner of the backboard and probably 

served as an end c o v e r  over  -the W O V B ~  backhoard f i n i s h .  because there  vere no 

a d d i t i o n a l  lea-Lher covering fragments noted nol' was tliere evj-dence f o r  a 

sepsrate bo1,~ed fraraae f o r  this cover fragniant,  it i s  riot be l ieved  tha t  the 

e n t i r e  backboard! vas leather covered. 

T h i s  a r t i f a c t  was not mulyxed  i n  tile laboratory. The 

'llie hood w ~ s  coapriscd o f  very liarrow wczrp rods about  1 .5 mm i n  

diameter .  

weft .twined down and t o  tiie Za f t  (Z-twining; Yigure 2 b ) .  

s p l i n t  wrapped around the burici-lcd whole rod foundat ion  formad by bent  warp 

rods .  

'These rod:: adjacent, t o  the  selvags were pa i r ed  and jo inad  by a s p l i t  

'l'he se lvage  was a 

I ' ' r i A g I i ; G t l t R  of a let i ther and C1,Loth strs,! probably represented the  

cradleboard carrying st rap.  

r e spec t ive ly .  

layers  o f  c l o t h  htmd sewn along the  edge. 

checkered cloth. 'The f01Lded edge o f  this c l o t h  s t r a p  \ma decorated w i t h  :2 

s i n g l e  row of small opaque white drawn beads (1 .9 tniu d i n n e t e r )  . 

'The two specimens mr@ about  30 and 35 itin wide 

"ne c l o t h  p o r t i o n  o f  tiie strap G J ~ S  co~nposed of  seven fo lded  

Tile center-noat  layers were blue 

b i c  koosh b y  the lllasho (Nevers 1976; Hidde.Ll 1960). As t h e  in far i t  grew, i t s  

cradie'board ms  replaced w i t h  :i l a r g e r  o m .  i'his iaaj h v 6  e n t a i l e d  t , d o  o r  

t i iree changes , w i t h  reuse o f  the backboard f o r  subsequent ch i ld ren  (Steward 



1335; \Inieat 196'7). 

wi l low.  Other than t h a t ,  t h e  design and iflanufacture varied wlt i i in  f o u ~  major 

s ty les .  

The cradleboard was ope:i twined and was usually made o f  

3asl:et $-Lyle Cradleboard. 

of a i iort i iarn Pa iu t e ,  bastret s t y l e  o r  scoopslmi,ed cradleboard for necrborii 

i n f a n t s .  Washo a l s o  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  f o m  (Iievers 1970). 'l'his des ign  

i n c o r p r a t e d  t h r e e  ra ised,  curved sides. Unli'ke t h e  larger fo rns ,  t h e s e  

cradlebosrds were carried in the arms OP t h e  mother (Lowie 1924). T h i s  style 

is similar . to  full-sized Purock, Wintun, h p a ,  and Poiao cradle baskets except  

that  the  ttlioodtt r eg ion  is used as a s e a t  (Jaws I9Uj;'Lowie 1924; Kroeber 

1925). 

riewborris (dtAze,vedo l')a/3; Steward 1933). 

Wheat (1'367) and Lowie (1c)2i+) proville a d e s c r i p t i o n  

Cjther groups,  i nc lud ing  t h e  Xasho, m y  have u - t i l i z e d  baskets  f o r  

-- Latticework Gr+tleboard Style. 

Pa iu te  i s  coniprised of two p rpend icu l t t r  l ayers  o f  optxi twined x i l l o w  work 

(Steward 1933). 

horizontal support; for a -ver t ical  - ~ L l l o w  rod backboard. 

formed by t w i n i n t p  the r o d s  toge the r  a t  tile foot, and head ends. 

attached t o  tiie 1io:rizontal support  by sewing t h e  LWO pieces t o g e t h e r  w i th  yarn 

arid forming Zeonetr ic  uesigiis i n  the process .  The hood i s  similar t a  t h a t  

descr ibed for -tile cov:i-ed c rad leboard ,  except  -that no headwork ;LS descr ibed  01' 

i l l u s t r a t e d  on  e i t h e r  t h e  hood 01' cradleboard.  

s t t r i bu - t cd  t o  the  Waslio, iiings i i i ve r  l'oI:uts, ami :das '~ern ;lono (iiroeber 1925) . 

A cradleboard ;3 t y l e  used by t he  Owens V s l l e j  

Closely spaced w i l l o w  warp r o d s  are  twined together t o  forin a 

'The backboard is 

It is then 

'Y'his basic stile is also 

Uncvvereci Cradleboara Lt&iit 

t h e  l\lorlhern h i u t e  a i ~ ~  d a s h ~  (Coriodas l $ U A ;  Anon 193r+; dai~t-?:; 1909) . It is an 

uncovereu w i l l o w  f o m  w i t h  a n  i n t e g r a l  w i l lod  Tram. 'The backboard cons t r i c t s  

toward tho  uasc aiid i s  coiq)osed oi' v e r t i c a l  J i i lLou  ruci; j o inef i  !,y open twin ing  

The t h i r d  s t y l e  of cradleboard i s  3 t t r i b u t e c i  t o  -----.I_---_ _- 
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with stitch slant usually down and to the left (Z-twining) for Northern Paiute 

and usually down and to the right (S-twining) for Washo. The weft element for 

the backboard is usually willow splints f o r  Northern Paiute and whole willow 

wands f o r  Washo. 

the sidemost vertical rod  between horizontal rows. 

the backboard's warp is usually bent 90" and wrapped. 

cradleboard can be unfinished or finished by bending the warp rods upon 

themselves and wrapping the end together with willow splints. 

rods o r  s p l i t  rods are attached t o  the back of the backboard for additional 

lateral support. 

or the same diameter 3 s  the other vertical warp elements. 

Weft rows are continuous with the weft strips wrapped around 

The upper or head-end of 

The foot-end of the 

Two horizontal 

The side-most rods can either be slightly larger in diameter 

An open twined hood is attached to the backboard by twine o r  leather 

thongs at its apex and by curved willow bows distally. 

diameter paired willow rods joined with willow splints. 

down and to the left for Washo and Northern Paiute. The willow bows are 

attached to the hood with colored thread or yarn. 

by sewing thread in a design t o  represent the sex of the child, diamonds f o r  

females and parallel diagonal lines for males. 

The warp is small 

The stitch slant is 

Hood decoration is produced 

Covered Cradleboard Style. 

with the Northern Paiute, and also described by Wheat (1967), is the 

chokecherry framed, buckskin covered cradleboard (Anon 1984; Kiddell 1960). 

Kroeber ('1925), however, mentions that the Washo occasionally utilized the 

covered cradleboard. 

shaped peeled branches joined together at the open ends. 

backboard using v e r t i c a l  willow rod warps and willow wefts is then secured to 

the frame along the sides and to willow cross braces. 

down and to the left (Z-twining), 

One of the common cradleboard styles associated 

The contracting eliptical frame is comprised of t w o  U- 

An open twined 

Stitch s l a n t  is usually 
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The cradleboard i s  then  covered wi th  buckskin except  f o r  t h e  bottom of  

t h e  frame, t h e  opening f o r  t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e  hood, and t h e  a r e a  where t h e  hood 

bows a t t a c h  t o  t h e  frame o r  backboard. The hood i s  cons t ruc t ed  i n  a manner 

similar t o  t h a t  of  t h e  uncovered cradleboard hood. 

between t h e  two i s  i n  decorat ion.  

covered cradleboard a r e  u s u a l l y  decorated by beaded fringes and, more commonly, 

sewn f l o r a l  beaded designs.  

much of it dangling. 

pendant was c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  on t h e  edge o f  t h e  hood. 

covered cradleboard a r e  be l i eved  t o  be from P l a t e a u  groups i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  

of t h e  19 th  century (Anon 1984; Fowler and Dawson 1986; Kroeber 1925; Wheat 

1967).  

The p r i n c i p a l  d i f f e r e n c e  

The buckskin covering and hood of t h e  

The d i s t a l  hood f r i n g e  i s  decorated by beadwork, 

On one ethnographic specimen a small g i l t  and enamal 

The o r i g i n s  for t h e  

Comparisons. 

handmade a r t i c l e ,  t h e  Hawthorne cradleboard e x h i b i t s  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t i v e  

f e a t u r e s  shared wi th  ethnographic specimens. 

materials, and technique. The Hawthorne cradleboard was a decorated 

cradleboard similar t o  ethnographic Northern P a i u t e  and Washo uncovered 

cradleboard styles. 

considered a Washo t r a i t ,  a l though a few except ions were noted i n  cradleboards 

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  both groups. A l e a t h e r  covering over  t h e  ends of t h e  backboard 

i s  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  observed on only a s i n g l e  Washo specimen. 

Despite t h e  widespread i n d i v i d u a l  v a r i a t i o n  expected wi th  a 

These f e a t u r e s  inc lude  des ign ,  

The s t i t c h  s l a n t  down and t o  the  r i g h t  (S-twining) i s  

Securely t y i n g  t h e  loose  warp loop  t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  backboard wi th  a 

willow s p l i n t  i s  a d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  Hawthorne cradleboard.  

o t h e r  specimens examined, t h e  warp was simply t w i s t e d  toge the r  and then  wound 

around t h e  side-most rods between weft rows. 

I n  t h e  
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Fabric 
-_If 

&vcr i i l  fradmentnry spciL1ieris of dyed l s b r i c  were recovered fro111 the  

b u r i a l .  'these rttn,te Prom a beaded c l o t h  s t rap  t o  t i  scarf. P'abrics 
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ljotesrilininz c,ulturai a f f i l i a t i o n  f o r  these a r t i f a c t s  i s  d i . f f i c u i t .  The 

presence of o the r  Native American groups i n  t h i s  traditionally rdortliern Paiute 

area m s  q u i t e  poss ib l e  during the latter p ~ r t  of  -Gkic 19th century, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  with acculturation and the widespraau pol icy  of f r a e  riden f o r  

h t i v o  Aaicricans (i4yrick 1 ( jb%) . Altilolr$l t h o  open backboard ~ t y l e  and hood 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  were i i d i s t i i i gu i sha .b l e  froin cradleboards a t t r i b u t e d  t o  b o t n  

dortiierii I'aiute and Washo, t h e  twining s t i t c h  slant :IOW!I m d  t o  %.he r i g h t  is 

lore closely associated with \\lush0 weavind. 

braslio t o  tile i\urthern Paj.-utes, however, would n o t  have becr:i innisual. r ' iml . ly ,  

the s i t s  l o c a t i o n  st.rofi& supports a :iur,thern Paiute a T f i l i a t i o r i  f o s  t h e  

b u r i a l .  hltllougli the 13uriczl cannot; %e cOnClUSiVeljr ansociateti  w i t h  S I I ~  i lat ive 

iirnerican g r o u p ,  i ior tnern Paiute aiici Wa:.llio aeeia t o  be thi3 mast l i k e l y  

candidates, w i t h  i\jortkern h i u t s  tile ,nos-L pi-obable. 

'I'rade of wovcxi goocis f.roin t h e  

c pi CL us 102; y 

'The exiiul;intian o f  t h e  iia:Wiorue h f ' s n t  burial by tile r&Ji w a s  imdcrtaken 

t o  pro.tect t he  gravesite froci iinpendliag d e s t m c t i o n  by relic iitlnters a:id t o  

re tura  the reinaiizs Lo the l o c a l  i iativu American coinmuuity after. scientific 

study. 

the l o c a l  people and t h e i r  cul-Lwe. 

'lilie a!itiwopollogical i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  at tcnpLed t o  recover  inforli latioa on 

.ilir: st;udy of t h e  h lmtn  r e a a i n s  afforded recovery of b i o c u l t u r a l  data 

f r o in  ;a pooi*ljr studiad regioii .  

r e w i n s ,  it i s  no t  p o s s i b l e  t o  coiinerlt i r i  d e t a i l  a-bout the general phJ-sical 

:iature of pas t  j:iiat;ivo Americans fyoiil t h i s  region. 

however, ,Liltit .there hiere no i n d i c a t o r s  of ,trauma, disease,  or pathology in this  

ind  i v i a  un L . 
m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  duriri;r an ixitsrvai o f  extreifie c u l t u r c  c h a a p  f o r  I ia t ive 

Aiaorlcaiis i n  iyuvaila. 

Given t h e  sparse n a t u r e  of t h e  iiswthorna 

It i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  say, 

'Yhe ar chae o l o g  i ca l  i n f o r  inat i o n ref  1 e c ,t s b u r i a l  pra  c ti c e s and 
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Table 1. Skeletal ilemains from the Yawthorne I n f a n t  Burial. 

Cranial  Klements Postcranial Elements 

Temporals 
Parietals 
Frontah 
Maxi 1 la 
Sphenoid 
Zygoma 
Occipital 
Mandible 
Dentition 

Ill-iurn (right) 
Clavicles  
Scapulae 
Humeri 
Radius (right) 
Ulna (right) 
Femur (right) 
Carpals (right) 
Metacarpal diaphyses (2  s i g h t )  
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Table 2. Dental  lleasurements of t he  IIawthorne I n f a n t  Burial (Ileasurements 
i n  millimeters). 

MAN DIBBLE 
L e f t  i-light 

MAXILLA 
L e f t  Right 

'TCoO"11 

dI1 (Incisor) 4.4 3.1 4.4 3.2 

d12 4.17 3.6 4.8 3.6 

dc (Canine) 4.9 3.3 4.9 3.0 

did1 (nolar  ) 7.7  5.6 

di42 9.4 4.8 9.2 7.0 

5.4 

7.0 

4.3 5.6 4.4 

7.3 7.0 7*3 

_I -- 
1 

2 
l= length .  

b=breacith. 

Dimension taken at area of g r e a t e s t  l ung tn  (Larsan 1982). 

Diraeneion taken p e r p n d i c u l a r  t o  c rom leng th  (Larven 1382). 

2% 



Figure 1.  Map of Study Area ca. 1890. Locat ion of s i t e  is approximate. 
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Pigure 2 .  Cradleboard ileconctruction: Selvege fragment, leather  covering 
reiaoved in reconstruction t o  show underlying warp finish; 
selvege (distal) and o f  cradleboard hood; c .  I r a p e n t  snowing weft  attachraent 
t o  lateral warp; d. Fragment of backboard shoving weft and warp remnant. 

b, Fragment of  


